
 

 

2019 Burke Scholar gets top marks  
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Burke Scholar, Lindi Mpumelelo Goba has made 2019 one to remember. The second recipient of the 

Burke Scholarship, aimed at advancing democracy by developing promising young journalists, finished 

top of her BA Honours in Journalism class with distinction.  

The 22-year-old from Palm Springs, south of Johannesburg, received a comprehensive scholarship to 

cover full tuition fees, accommodation costs and a monthly stipend whilst studying at the North West 

University’s Potchefstroom Campus this year.  

Goba describes the course as “most challenging and intense” but also “rewarding” as she has learnt 

how to be a multiskilled journalist, able to write for newspapers, online or magazines, record podcasts 

and edit videos.  

Goba dreams of working alongside renowned investigative journalist, Nkepile Mabuse on e.TVs 

Checkpoint, or giving a voice to the voiceless on Cutting Edge, an investigative show aired on SABC 1 

in isiZulu and isiXhosa. “The social issues in the community in which I come from became the basis 

and inspiration for my writing... This was one of the main reasons that lead me to choose to study 

Journalism. Through my work as a journalist I believe I will be able to facilitate change for young people 

especially those in townships, like the one I come from, who are on the brink of giving up on life if they 

have not already done so.” 

Despite many challenges growing up in a community where high unemployment, service delivery 

protests, crime, substance abuse and prostitution are rife, Goba found school to be a sanctuary and 

clearly loves learning. “I always looked forward to waking up and going to school. This was the only 

chance I had to be in a different environment that offered more positive energies,” she says.   



Before she enters the world of work, Goba plans to first study a Masters in Communication investigating 

the effect that fake news, filter bubbles and echo chambers have on the quality of our democracy.  

To find out more about the Burke Scholarship or how to apply, visit www.scholarship.burke.org.za  
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